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Certification of Public Hearing 

Waller and Montgomery Counties 
FM 1774 Mill Creek Drive to FM 149 
CSJS: 1400-03-006, 1400-04-01 1, 1400-04-021 

This is to certify that: 

1. A Public Hearing was held at the First Baptist Church of Magnolia, 
18525 FM 1488 Magnolia, Texas, on August 9, 2007. 

2. The economic, social and environmental effects of the project's 
location and design and its impact on the environment have been 
considered. 

3. In determining economic, social and environmental effects, the 
statutory provisions of the Civil Rights Acts of 1964 have been 
considered. 

4. The project's consistency with the ~oa ls  and objectives of such urban 
planning as promulgated by the community have been considered. 

Date Gabriel Y. Johnson, P.E. 
Director of Transportation 
Planning and Development 
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FM 1774: MILL CREEK DRIVE to FM 149 
PUBLIC HEARING SUMMARY 

Hearing Date: 

Hearing Location: 

Hearing Purpose: 

Hearing Format: 

Attendance: 

Media: 

Publications: 

Hearing Summary: 

August 9, 2007 

First Baptist Church of Magnolia 
18525 FM 1488 
Magnolia, Texas 77354 

To present the recommended alternative and 
results of the environmental studies for the 
proposed improvements to FM 1774 from Mill Creek 
Drive to FM 149 and to receive public comments and 
provide a forum for free exchange of the proposed 
design and concerns. To meet the requirements of 
Section 4(f) of the DOT Act and Chapter 26 of the 
Parks and Wildlife Code for impacts to parklands. 

Open House 6:00 PM 
Public Hearing 7:00 PM 

Citizens - 100 
Public Officials or Representatives - 6 
TxDOT Staff and Consultants - 20 

1 Present - TomballlMagnolia Tribune News Reporter 

Houston Chronicle - 71 10107, 71 17/07, 7/24/07, 
7131 107 - English 

The Magnolia Potpourri - 711 1 107, 8/01 107 - English 

The public hearing allowed for an open forum for 
questions, formal written and verbal comments, and 
project implementation timeline for the proposed 
improvements to FM 1774 form Mill Creek Drive to 
FM 149. 

A total of 33 public comments, 29 written and four 
verbal, were received. The majority of the 
comments concerned the proposed raised median 
design, property access, and safety. Responses to 
these comments are provided in the last section of 
this report. 



The proposed design has been modified in response 
to public comments received during the public 
hearing process. A continuous left-turn lane 
separating the northbound and southbound travel 
lanes is now proposed for the section of roadway 
between First Street and FM 1488 in Magnolia. This 
will provide direct access to the businesses on the 
west side of the highway for northbound motorists. 
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PUBLIC HEARING AGENDA 



NOTES: 

Project information and a summary of this public hearing (available in 
November 2007) can be obtained at the TxDOT offices located at: 

901 N. FM 3083 East, Conroe, TX 77303 
and 

7721 Washington Avenue, Houston, TX 77007 
or 

TxDOT's website: www.dot.state.tx.us 

Your comments may be submitted electronically by August 19, 2007 
via email to hou-~iowebmail~dot,state.tx.us 

Thank you for your interest 
in this important project. 

For more information contact: 

Pat Henry, P.E. 
Director of Project Development 

TxDOT 
(7 1 3) 802-524 1 

PUBLIC HEARING 

Proposed Improvements to 
FM 1774 

Mill Creek Drive to FM 149 
Waller County and Montgomery County, Texas 

Hearing Date: August 9, 2007 

Time: Open House 6:00 PM 
Public Hearing 7:00 PM 

Location: First Baptist Church of Magnolia 
18525 FM 1488 
Magnolia, Texas 77354 



Purpose of this Hearing 
To present the recommended alternative and results of the environmental 
studies for the proposed improvements to FM 1774 from Mill Creek Drive 
to FM 149 
To receive public comments and provide a forum for free exchange of the 
proposed design and concerns 
To meet the requirements of Section 4(9 of the DOT Act and Chapter 26 
of the Parks and Wildlife Code for impacts to parklands 

Hearing Format - Open House and Formal Presentation 
Please sign in 
View exhibits during the open house 
Ask questions 
(Questions will only be answered during the open house and after the formal 
presentation; No questions will be answered during the formal presentation) 
Formal presentation will begin promptly at 7:00 PM 
Inform staff of issues & concerns 
Complete and submit comment form 

Project Description 
The Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) proposes to widen 
FM 1774 from Mill Creek Drive in Waller County, Texas to FM 149 in 
Montgomery County, Texas. 

The proposed project would require additional right-of-way and some 
residential and commercial displacements. Approximately 0.29 acre of the 
Magnolia Youth Park, which falls under Section 4(9 of the 1966 Department 
of Transportation Act, would be impacted by the proposed project. 

The schematic layout showing the location and design, environmental 
assessment, and other information related to the project are available for 
viewing. 

Project Status 
Estimated Completion Dates 
Public Involvement Ongoing 
Finding of No Significant Impact Late 2007 
Final Design 2008 - 201 0 
Right-of-way Acquisition 2008 - 201 0 
Construction 2010 - 2013 
(Please note all dates are tentative and subject to change) 

Proposed Typical Sections 

Mill Creek Drive to FM 1488 

loo' 4- Rbhtd-Way 
2lhwlLmns 2TLaveiLanes Parking Lane 

n n n n n 
Curb 8ldr*.* 

FM 1488 to First Street 

4 RUM-d-way 2 Travel Lener 2 Trawl Luus 
n -L n n 

First Street to FM 149 
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Notice of Public Hearing 
FM 1774 from Mill Creek Drive to FM 149 

The Federal Highway Administration, in association with the Texas Department of 
Transportation (TxDOT), will hold a public hearing to discuss proposed improvements to 
FM 1774 from Mill Creek Drive in Waller County, Texas to FM 149 in Montgomery 
County, Texas: 

Thursday, August 9,2007 
6:00 pm - Open House 

7:00 pm - Public Hearing 
First Baptist Church of Magnolia 
18525 FM 1488, Magnolia, Texas 

The purpose of this hearing is to present the proposed design and results of the 
environmental studies for improvements to FM 1774 from Mill Creek Drive to FM 149. 
The proposed project will require additional right-of-way resulting in a number of 
residential and nonresidential displacements. Approximately 0.3 acre of the Magnolia 
Youth Park would be impacted by the proposed project which falls under the 1966 
Department of Transportation Act Section qf). 

The schematic layout showing the location and design, environmental assessment, and 
other information related to the project will be available for viewing. In addition, 
individuals knowledgeable about the project will be available from 6:00 pm to 7:00 pm 
during the open house. The public hearing will begin promptly at 7:00 pm. For those 
unable to attend the hearing, the above information will also be available for review at 
the TxDOT District Office, 7721 Washington Avenue, Houston and the Montgomery 
County Area Office, 901 N. FM 3083 E, Conroe. 

Individuals interested in attending the hearing who have special communication or 
accommodation needs are encouraged to contact TxDOT at 713-802-5071 at least two 
business days prior to the hearing. Since the hearing will be conducted in English, any 
requests for language interpreters or other special communication needs should also be 
made at least two business days prior to the public hearing. TxDOT will make every 
reasonable effort to accommodate these needs. 

Verbal and written comments relative to the proposed project may be presented at the 
hearing or written comments may be submitted to Director of Project Development, 
Texas Department of Transportation, P.O. Box 1386, Houston, Texas 77251 -1 386. 
Comments will also be accepted by email at hou~iowebmail@dot.state.tx.us. All 
comments must be postmarked by August 19,2007. 
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PUBLIC OFFICIALS 



July 5,2007 

CONTACT: DPD 

CERTIFIED MAIL dhlified>> 

Montgomery and Grimes Counties 
FM 1774: FM 149 to CR 302 
Control 1400-04-01 1, 1400-03-006, & 1400-04-02 1 

Dear ((Salutation)) (<Last-Name)): 

The Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) is hosting a Public Hearing to present the 
proposed widening of FM 1774 from FM 149 in Montgomery County, Texas to Mill Creek 
Drive just south of the Grimes County, Texas line. Attached is a notice for the upcoming Public 
Hearing. You, or your representative, are cordially invited to attend this hearing. The hearing 
will be held as follows: 

Thursday, August 9,2007 
First Baptist Church of Magnolia 

18525 FM 1488 
Magnolia, Texas 

6:00 p.m. till 8:00 p.m. 

We are available to meet with you prior to the Public Hearing to answer any questions that you 
may have or to review the proposed project. If you have any questions in the interim, please 
contact Mr. Pat Henry, P.E., at (713) 802-5241. 

Sincerely, 

~ ~ e ~ /  Gary K. rietsch, P.E. 

~ i sk i c t  Engineer 
Houston District 

Attachment 
cc: Mr. Pat Henry, P.E. 



FM 1774 PUBLIC HEARING 
PUBLIC OFFICIAL MAILING LIST 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 9,2007 

5300 Memorial Drive, Suite 
The Honorable John Comyn U. S. Senator 980 Houston Texas 77007 Senator 70051160000504393044 
The Honorable Michael McCaul U. S. Representative 990 Village Square Tornball Texas 77375 Congressman 7005 I 160 0005 0439 3051 Suite B 
The Honorable Kevin Brady U. S. Representative 200 River Pointe Drive Suite 304 Conroe Texas 77304 Congressman 7005 1 1 60 0005 0439 3068 

Page I of 1 



ADJACENT PROPERTY OWNERS 



46 RlPOZO 

40 Rl22630 EdhMLomD 12414P.ddrWqDr T0mb.l TX71377Wmmnmy 

47 R l m l  JdmC.RN* P.O. Ba UO m m -  









LEGAL NOTICES 
and 

PUBLICATIONS 



I22086909 HNTB ARCHl'l'ECTS Jull0 2007 Page 1 H o u ~ ~ S ~ $ ~ O n i c l e  i 
I AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION 

STATE OF TEXAS: 

COUNTY OF HARRIS: 

Before me, the undersigned authority, a Notary Public in and for the State 
of Texas, on the day personally appeared: VICKI EUBANKS, who after being duly 
sworn, says that she is the ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE LEAD at the HOUSTON 
CHRONICLE, a daily newspaper published in Harris County, Texas, and that the 
publication, of which the annexed herein, or attached to, is a true and correct 
copy, was published to-wit: 

HNTB ARCHITECTS 22086909 67162023 
RAN A LEGAL NOTICE 
SIZE BEING: 1 X 103 L 

product date class page 
hc Jul 10 2007 1245.0 W-tueall9 
hc Jul 31 2007 1245.0 W-tueal112 

VICKI EUBANKS 
ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE LEAD 

Sworn and subscribed to before me, this the 3lst Day of July A.D. 2007 
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from Mill Creek Drive in 
Waller Countv. Texas to 
FM f49- in dnntaomerv 

WU;?~ of this 
nearing is to present the 
proposed design and re- 
sults of the environmen- 
tal studies. for im rove 
nents to FM 1n.t from 
Mill CreekDrive to FM 149. 
The progosed,projee will 
requlre additional rlght- 
of-wav resultino in a 
numbirof resideha1 and 
ronres~dent~al displace- 
nents. Approximately 0.3 
scre of the Magnoha 
Yobth Park would be im- 
pacted o the proposed' 
Jroject wiich falls under 
tne :966 Department of 
TransDortatlon ~ c t  Sec- 
tion 40. 

The schematic, layout 
showlng the location and 
design environmental 
assessbent, and other in- 
formation related to the 
project yill be available 
for vlewing. 

Individuals interested 
in attending the hearing 
who have special corn. 
munication or accommo 
dation needs are encour. 
a ed to contact TxDOT at 
7f3-802-5071 at least two 
business days prior to the 
hearin Since the hear- 
I Q ~  w i t  be conducted in 
English any requests for 
langude interpreters 04 
other special communl 
cation needs should alsi 
be made at least tw, 
business days prior to tbe 
public hearing. TxDOT will 
make every reasonable 
effort to accommodate 
these needs. 

Verbal and, written 
comments relat~ve to the 
Proposed project may be 
presented at the hearing 
or written commenp may 
be submitted on or oefore 
41;sust 19. 2007. to Direc- 
t#>< of Project Oevelop- 
rnect, Texas Department 
cf Transportat~on. P. 0. 
8ox 1386, Houston. Texas 
3337. 
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TUESDAY. JUlv 17. 2007 

The Texas Department 
of Transmrtatlon CPxDOT) 
will hold a public hearjng 
to discuss proposed Im- 
provements to FM, 1774 
rom Mill Creek Drive In 

Waller Coun Texas to 
FM 149 in kntgomery 

e pur ose of this 
hearing is Po present the 
proposed deslgn and re- 
sults of the env!ronmen- 
tal stud~es for Im rove- 
ments to FM 177B from 
Mill Creek Drive to FM 149. 
The proposed project will 
require additional right- 
of-way resulting in a 
numberof residential and 
nonresidential displace- 
ments. Approximately 0 3  
acre of the Magnolia 
Youth Park would be im- 
pacted b the proposed . 
project wxich fails under 
the 1966 Department of 
Transportation Act Sec- 
tion 4(0. 

The schematic layout 
show~ng the location and 
design environmental 
assessment, and other In- 
format~on related to the 

P roject will be available 
or viewing. 
Individuals interested 

in attend~ng the heanng 
who have special com- 
municatlon or accommo- 
dation needs are encour- 
a ed to contact T~DOT at 
7213-802-5071 at least two 
business days prior to the 
hearin Since the hear- 
ing w i t be  conducted in 
English. any requests for 
language interpreters or 
other special communi- 
cation needs should also 
be made at least two 
business days prior to the 
public hearing.TxDOT will 
make every reasonable 
effort to accommodate 
these needs 

Verbal and . written 
comments relatrve to the 
proposed project may be 
presented at the hearing 
or wrltten comments may 
be submitted on or before 
August 19. 2007. to Direc- 
tor of Project Develop- 
ment Texas Department 
of Transportation, P. 0. 
BOX 1386. Houston. Texas 
77007 



TUESDAY, JULY 24, 1007 
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Montgomery County, 
Texas:. - 
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Ic r*m 
p.ur ose of this 

hearin0 IS to  resent the 
propofed design and re- 
sults of the environmen- 
tal studies for im rove- 
ments to FM l77ffrOm 
Mill Creek Drive to FM 149. 
The proposed project will 
require additional right- 
of-way resulting In a 
number of residential and 
nonresidential displace- 
ments. Approximately 0.3 
acre of the Ma nolia 
Youth Park would ge im- 
pacted b the proposed 
project whch falls under 
the 1966 Department of 
Transportation Act SeC- 
tinn A K .  

ooen housb The oubllc 
hearin! wi!l -b.epin 
romp y at 7 00 pm or 

hose unable to attend 
the heanng. the above In- 
formation will also be 
available for review at the 
TxDOT District Office. 
7721 Washin on Avenue. 
Houston an$ the Mant- R.o-merv. C-O"mv 

ce, 901 N. FM 3083 E. Con- 

business days prior to the 
hearin Since the hear- 
ing w i f  be conducted In 
English any requests for 
langu& interpreters or 
other speclal mmmuni- 
cation needs should also e. at  . ,e.Gc 

business days prior to the 
public hearing. l!fDOT will 
make every reasonable 
effort to accommodate 
these needs. 

Verbal and written 
comments relative to the 
proposed project may be 
oresented at the hearing 
or written comments may 
be submitted to Director 
of Project Development 
Texas De artment of  rans sport at ion. P.O. Box 
1386. Houston, Texas 
77251-U86. Comments 
will also be accepted by 
email at houpiowebmarl 
@dotstate.tx.us. All com- 
ments must be 
marked by August% 
9M7 



TUESDAY, JULY 31. 2 0 9  

Thursday. August 4 2007 
6 M  00 O W  HOUU 
7- pm PubW H.aring 
F I r s t ~ C h u c h  
of MagrioHa 
18525 FM 1484 
Ma nolia, Texas 

~ f e  purpose of this 
hearing is to present the 
proposed des~gn and re- 
sults of the environmen- 
tal studies for im rove- 
rnents to FM 177a from . 
Mill Creek Drive to FM 149. ; 
The proposed project will . 
require additional right- ' 

. . - . . . . . . 
The schematic layout 

snowing tne location and 
aesign. environmental 
assessment, and other In- 
format~on related to the 
oroject will be available 
for viewing. In addition ' ~ndividuals 6nowledge: 
able about the project 
w ~ l l  be available from 6:00 
pm to 7:00 pm dur~ng the 
open house. The public 
hearing will be In 
promptly at 7 : ~  pm. por 
those unable to attend 
the hearing. the above in- 
formation- will also be 
available for review at the 
TxDOT District Office 
7721 Washin on w venue: 
Houston an? the Mont- 
omery County Area Of- 

ice. 901 N. FM 3083 E. Con-! 
roe. 

Individuals interested! 
in attending the hearing 
who have special com- 
munication or accommo- 
dation needs are encour- 
a ed to contact TxDOT at 
7&-802-5071 at least two 
business days prlor to the 
hearin Since the hear-; 
ing w i f  be conducted in 
English, any requests for ' 
language interpreters or 
other spectal communi- 
cation needs should also 
be made at least two 
business days prior to the 
public hearing. TxDOT will 
make every reasonable 
effort to accommodate 
these needs. 

Verbal and written 
comments relative to the 
proposed project may be 
presented at the hearing 
or written comments may 
be submitted to Director 
of Project Development 
Texas De artment of 
Transportaton. P.O. Box 
1386 HOuStOn Texas 
nzsi-13%. c6mments 
will also be accepted by 
email at houpiowebmall 
@dot.state.tx.us. All corn- 
nients must be 05t. 
marked by AugUSf 19 
2007. 



Q HOUSTON 
COMMUNITY 
NEWSPAPERS 

AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION 

STATE OF TEXAS 
COUNTY OF HarrislMontgomery County 

Personally appeared before the undersigned, a Notary Public withln and for 
said County and State. Claudia Kemp or Cara Agundez, Representatives for 
Kevin Barry, Publisher of the Tomball/Magnoiia Potpourri newspaper of 
general clrculatlon in the County of Hams & Montgomery, State of Texas. 
Who being duly sworn, states under oath that the report of Legal Notices, a 
true copy of which is hereto annexed was published in said newspapers In 
its issues(s) of the 

1 1 ~  day of 

and day of 

Sworn to and subscribed before me t h i l r f i M d a ~  of ( L Y 4 ~ + O O I  

Notary Public 

My Commlssion expires on 



HOUSTON ' 
COMMUNITY 
NEWSPAPERS I ' 

AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION 

STATE OF TEXAS . . . . j  

COUNTY OF HarrisIMontgomery County" : 

~ e n o n a l l ~ a ~ ~ e a r e d  before the 
said Coufity and State. CW 
Jed Young, Publisher of 
general .clrculatlon In the 
Who being duly sworn, 
true copy of which Is hereto annexed 
ils Issues(s) of the 

. . 

l S t  day of ,2007 

hnd day of ,2007 

Sworn to and subscribed before me this ?3/ day of %&&#, 2007 

+.$;Y;y#,, . SANDRA GLOWSKI 
- .  1 ;  
5 

Notaw P u b l ~  State of Texas 
%+-. . . MY Commission Expires 

MY Commission expires on / +,+Or,t rf,,,,,,,n\+ . October 1 1 ,  2009 ! . -- . 
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Notlee of Public Hearing 
FM 1774 from Ml l l  Creek Drive t o  FM 149 

The Federal Highway Administration, in association with the Texas 
Department of Transportation ITxDOT), will hold a public hearing to 
discuss proposed improvements to FM 1774 from Mill Creek Drive in 
Waller County,Texas to FM 149 in Montgomery County,Texas: 

Thursday, August 9,2007 
B:00 pm - Open H o w  7:00 pm - Publlc Hearing 

Flm Baptiat Church of Magnolia 
18626 FM 1488, Magnolia,Texar 

The purpose of this hearing is to present the proposed design and 
results of the environmental studies for improvements to FM 1774 from 
Mill Creek Drive to FM 149. The proposed project will require additi~nal 
right-of-way resulting in a number of residential and nonresidential 
displacements. Approximately 0.3 acre of the Magnolia Youth Park 
would be impacted by the proposed project which falls under the 1966 
Depanment ofTransportation Act Section 4(fl. 

The schematic layout showing the location and design, environmental 
assessment, and other information related to the project will be available 
for viewing. In addition, individuals knowledgeable about the project 
will be available from 6:00 pm to 7:00 pm during the open house. The 
public hearing will begin promptly at 7:00 pm. For those unable to attend 
the hearing, the above information will also be available for review at 
the TxDOT District Office, 7721 Washington Avenue, Houston and the 
Montgomery County Area Office, 901 N. FM 3083 E, Conroe. 

Individuals interested in attending the hearing who have special 
communication or accommodation needs are encouraged to contact 
TxDOT at 713-802-5071 at least two business days prior to the hearing. 
Sincethe hearing will be conducted in English, eny requests for language 
interpreters or other s~ecial communication needs should also be made 
at least two business days prior to the public hearing.TxDOT will make 
every reasonable effort to  accommodate these needs. 

Verbal and written comments relative to the proposed project may 
be presented at the hearing or written comments may be submitted to 
Director of Project Development,Texas Department ofTransponation, PO. 
Box 1386, Houston,Texas 77251-1386. Comments will also be accepted 
by email at houpiowebmail@dot.state.tx.us. All comments must be 
postmarked by August 19,2007. 
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Locally Owned & Operated Monday, August 20,2007 A 
] Magnolia business leaders voice concern over FM 1774 improvements 

By Cari Herr 
Tribune Staff 

The proposed 10-mile 

I 
. stretch of improvements 

scheduled for FM 1774 com- 
pleted the first public hearing 
on Aug. 9 with several busi- 
ness owners in the area sub- 
mitting comments prior to the 
Aug. 19 closing date. 

An estimated 70 people 
were in attendance. Of the 
seven requests received to 
speak, four voiced concerns 
about a proposed raised medi- 
an through Magnolia, request- 
ing TXDOT to reconfigure the 
improvement with a continu- 
ous left turn lane. 

Councilman Dave Sutherland, nesses on the southbound side. 
who said he would forward a Thou expressed the same 
copy of the resolution to concern, also requesting a 
TxDOT representatives. continuous left-hand turn. 

Besides Sutherland, Mag- "The raised median is not 
nolia Medical Center owner conducive to business," he 
Preston Cutbirth, Kemah said. 
Seafood owner Sovon Thou Sundquist said the city was 
and Magnolia Area Chamber planning a revitalization effort 
of Commerce President Anne for downtown and that the 
Sundquist submitted similar mobility committee had 
comments. voic'ed concerns about the 

"It is my opinion that the raised median. 
raised median and the selec- 'The raised median is going 
tivc! turns will have a negative to hinder both the value of the 

Preston Cutbirth economic impact oc the busi- property and the future devel- 
''The City of Magnolia has nesses along FM 1774," Cut- opment" of that project, she 

adopted a resolution asking birth. said, with the result said. 
that the center median be a being less mobility for traffic Should there be significant 
continuous turn lane," said attempting to access the busi- changes in the proposed proj- 

ect, additional public hearings 
will be scheduled, said a 
TxDOT spokesperson. 

The proposed project is the 
result of a Level of S e ~ i c e  
study TxDOT completed in 
2003 that reflects 12,400 vehi- 
cles per day (vpd) travel FM 
1774 with heavy congestion 
during peak hours, according 
to TxDOT Project Manager 
Manny Francisco. Projections 
for 2023 raise that number to 
22,600 vpd. 

Construction will begin at 
the Grimes County line and 
travel south toward Tomball. 

The development of a 23- 

see'?kD0Z' on page 7 
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foot overpass for the Union 
Pacific Railroad and a south- 
bound .feeder will require a 
crossing at Magnolia Blvd. 

. and FM 1488, displacing 
businesses and residences as 
it connects to FM 1774 to. 
accommodate the new 100- 
foot roadway. 

The overpass .takes a 
southwesterly turn off the 
existing FM 1774 roadway 
and is positioned roughly 

between the entrances to 
Magnolia Business Park and 
Chumley's Wrecker Service. 

The proposed roadway 
from Mill Creek to FM 1488 
widens to between 130 and 
206 feet. It is planned to pro- 
vide two 10-foot traffic lanes 
in both directions with open 
ditches, a raised center medi- 
an with transitions for left 
turns, and a 10-foot shoulder. 

Plans for Magnolia 
include two 10-foot traffic 
lanes in both directions with 

curb and storm sewer, an 
eastbound parking lane and 
sidewalk, and raised median 
versus a center turn lane 
from FM 1488 to First Street, 
all within 100 feet of right- 
of-way. 

From ,First Street to FM 
149 the design is similar 
excluding the eastbound 
parking lane and sidewalk. 

TxDOT representatives 
said they anticipate a public 
hearing summary to be com- 
plete in Nov. 2007 and 

should begin right-of-way 
acquisition in early 2008 
through 2010. The project is 
scheduled to begin bid letting 
in May of 2010 and is sched- 
uled to be complete by 201 3. 

Relocation assistance is 
available for those potential 
residents and business own- 
ers who may be displaced 
during ' the project. 
Submission of comments on 
the project closed Aug. 19. 
For more information, call 
7 13-802-524 1. 
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1               MR. JOHNSON:  Good evening.  Let's be

2 seated, please.  My name is Gabe Johnson.  I'm the director

3 of Transportation Planning and Development for Texas

4 Department of Transportation, Houston District.  Today is

5 August 9, 2007, and the time is 7:00 p.m.  We will

6 convene this public hearing at the First Baptist Church

7 of Magnolia for proposed improvements to FM 1774 from

8 Mill Creek Drive in Waller County to FM 149 in Montgomery

9 County.  The purpose of this public hearing is to present

10 the recommended alternative for the proposed widening of

11 FM 1774, to receive public comments, and to meet the

12 requirements of Section 4(f) of the Department of

13 Transportation Act and Chapter 26 of the Parks and

14 Wildlife Code for impacts to parklands.

15               This public hearing is being recorded by a

16 certified court reporter for a formal public record.  You

17 may have noticed the sign-in tables as you walked in the

18 church.  If you haven't already done so, please sign in

19 before you leave tonight.  The sign-in sheets will allow

20 us to record tonight's participation and gives you an

21 opportunity to be added to our project mailing list.

22               The public comment section will begin

23 following the presentations.  We will not answer

24 questions during the presentation or public comment

25 session, but we will be available to answer your
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1 questions following the comment period.  The public

2 hearing will adjourn after the oral comments have been

3 heard.

4               The proposed improvements to FM 1774 will

5 upgrade ten miles of the existing highway from a two-lane

6 to a four-lane facility with a raised median and

7 construct a grade separation over the Union Pacific

8 railroad to the City of Magnolia.  The improvements will

9 increase safety, access, and mobility for the traveling

10 public.

11               A public meeting was held for proposed

12 improvements to FM 1774 on February 26, 2004, to receive

13 input on this project.  A total of 77 property owners,

14 business owners, and City and County officials attended

15 the public meeting.  Twenty-one written comments were

16 received.  The appropriate environmental studies have

17 been completed; and we have received authority to go to

18 the next step of project development, which is this

19 public hearing.

20               Notices of the public hearing were

21 advertised in the Houston Chronicle on July 10th, 17th,

22 24th, and 31st, 2007, and in Magnolia Potpourri on July

23 11th, August 1st, 2007.

24               At this time I would like to recognize the

25 elected officials in attendance with us tonight:
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1 Mr. David Sutherland, councilmember, City of Magnolia,

2 Frank Parker for VCV Magnolia, Anderson Brown,

3 Commissioner ESD 10, Anthony Williams, Magnolia City

4 Council No. 5, J. A. Williams, 4A and 4B EDC Planning,

5 and John Browning, Magnolia Councilman No. 2.  I

6 appreciate your attendance.

7               Following the presentation you will be

8 offered the opportunity to present your comments for the

9 official record.  If you would like to comment but do not

10 wish to comment verbally tonight or if you wish to

11 comment in more detail, you may submit your comments in

12 writing.  Written comments must be postmarked by August

13 19, 2007.  We have provided orange comment boxes if you

14 choose to leave your completed comment form tonight.

15 Your comments may also be sent electronically to the

16 e-mail address shown on the slide.

17               At this time I would like to introduce

18 people who will be presenting the project information to

19 you this evening.  Mr. Manny Francisco to my left, TxDOT

20 project manager, will be presenting the project

21 description and geometric design.  And Mr. Dick McGucken

22 of HNTB Corporation will be discussing the environmental

23 studies that have been conducted.  Mr. Francisco.

24               MR. FRANCISCO:  Thank you, Gabe.  Good

25 evening.  I am the project manager.  The proposed project
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1 would begin at Mill Creek Drive in Waller County just

2 south of the Grimes County line.  It would continue

3 southeast through Magnolia and Pinehurst to FM 149 in

4 Montgomery County, a distance of approximately 10 miles.

5               The existing FM 1774 is a two-lane rural

6 undivided highway with open ditches.  West of Magnolia

7 from Mill Creek Drive to FM 1488, the existing facility

8 consists of two 12-foot travel lanes.  East of Magnolia,

9 from FM 1488 to FM 149, the existing facility consists of

10 two 10-foot travel lanes and a 10-foot continuous left

11 turn lane.  Shoulders range from less than two feet to

12 six feet in width.  The existing right-of-way width

13 varies from 60 feet to 100 feet.  FM 1774 crosses the

14 Union Pacific railroad tracks at FM 1488, adding

15 congestion to this location.  The posted speed limit

16 ranges from 35 miles per hour in Magnolia to 55 miles per

17 hour in the rural areas.

18               A Major Investment Study or MIS was

19 completed for the northward extension of State

20 Highway 249 in 2002.  The purpose of this MIS was to

21 evaluate the future transportation needs and to identify

22 the most reasonable solutions to improve mobility and

23 safety in the corridor.  FM 1774 was a route that was

24 evaluated as part of the State Highway 249 MIS.  The

25 study concluded that even with the extension of State
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1 Highway 249 as a four-lane divided freeway, FM 1774 would

2 experience unacceptable levels of congestion at certain

3 locations unless it was also widened.

4               The average daily traffic volumes in the

5 year 2003 were 12,400 vehicles per day.  Traffic is

6 expected to increase to 22,600 vehicles per day by the

7 year 2023.

8               The jog in the highway at FM 1488 railroad

9 crossing adds to the traffic congestion in that area.

10               Level of service is used as a measure of

11 congestion for a roadway.  Level of service A is the most

12 desirable.  A level of service C represents stable

13 traffic flow with noticeably restricted ability to

14 maneuver.  At a level of service E, the highway

15 experiences unstable traffic flow and traffic volumes are

16 reaching roadway capacity.  Level of service F represents

17 heavily congested conditions.  The traffic exceeds the

18 roadway capacity.

19               FM 1774 is currently operating at a level

20 of service E/F from Mill Creek Drive to FM 149 during

21 peak traffic times.  With the most feasible corridor

22 alternative, a widened FM 1774 is projected to operate at

23 a level of service C or D from FM 149 to FM 1486 and a

24 level of service A or B from FM 1486 to Mill Creek Drive.

25               The purpose of the proposed project is to
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1 improve mobility and increase safety.  Widening the

2 roadway and increasing the number of travel lanes would

3 improve mobility.  Widening the shoulders, adding a

4 raised median with left-turn bays, and removing the

5 at-grade railroad crossing, would improve the safety

6 characteristics of the highway.

7               At the present time FM 1774 crosses the

8 railroad tracks at-grade at FM 1488.  The proposed bridge

9 over the railroad tracks north of FM 1488 would reduce

10 congestion at the existing crossing, thereby, reducing

11 the likelihood of accidents at this location.

12               The additional lanes would provide added

13 capacity for future traffic volumes.

14               From Mill Creek Drive to FM 1488, the

15 proposed FM 1774 facility would be within a right-of-way

16 that varies from 130 feet to as much as 206 feet in width

17 depending upon the location of the existing highway in

18 relation to the railroad.  The roadway would be two lanes

19 in each direction separated by a raised median.  Ten-foot

20 wide shoulders would be provided.  This part of the

21 project would have an open ditch drainage system.  The

22 design speed is 60 miles per hour.

23               From FM 1488 to First Street in Magnolia,

24 the proposed FM 1774 facility would be constructed within

25 a 100-foot right-of-way.  It would consist of two travel
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1 lanes in each direction, separated by a raised median.  A

2 ten-foot parking lane and sidewalk would be included on

3 the southbound side of the facility.  This portion of the

4 project would include curb and gutter with storm sewers

5 for drainage.

6               Right-of-way acquisition is planned for the

7 north side of the roadway extending the highway

8 right-of-way to the Union Pacific railroad property line.

9 The design speed is 45 miles per hour.

10               From First Street to FM 149, the proposed

11 FM 1774 facility would be constructed within a 100-foot

12 right-of-way.  It would consist of two travel lanes in

13 each direction, separated by a raised median, and curb

14 and gutter on the edges.  Storm drainage would be

15 conveyed in subsurface storm sewers.

16               Right-of-way acquisition would be on the

17 south side of the existing highway, as the current

18 right-of-way abuts the railroad property.  The design

19 speed is 45 miles per hour.

20               Based on the schematic design presented

21 this evening, the estimated construction cost is $64

22 million.  The current estimated construction contract let

23 date is May 2010.  Construction is estimated to take

24 three years from 2010 to 2013.

25               This concludes the project information and
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1 schematic design portion of the presentation.  At this

2 time I would like to introduce Dick McGucken who will

3 describe the environmental studies.

4               MR. McGUCKEN:  Good evening.  I will

5 briefly summarize the environmental studies that have

6 been conducted for the proposed project.  A draft

7 Environmental Assessment or EA was prepared for the

8 proposed FM 1774 improvements.  The document received

9 preliminary approval for further processing from the

10 Federal Highway Administration in June of this year,

11 enabling us to hold this public hearing.

12               Copies of the EA are available this evening

13 for you to review.  Copies of the document may be

14 obtained from TxDOT for the price of copying should you

15 wish to obtain a copy for your personal use.

16               The EA is the document prepared for this

17 type of project that discusses the proposed improvements

18 and the need and purpose for the project.  It compares

19 alternatives and evaluates the impacts anticipated from

20 those alternatives and incorporates coordination with the

21 public and resource agencies, including mitigation of

22 impacts.

23               No-build and build alternatives were

24 considered for FM 1774.  The no-build alternative would

25 not improve current or projected congestion levels on FM
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1 1774 and would not result in increased safety for the

2 traveling public.  Travel conditions would deteriorate as

3 land development in the corridor continues.  The build

4 alternative would provide added capacity, reduce

5 congestion, and improve the safety and operational

6 efficiency of the highway, thus satisfying the project

7 needs.

8               The proposed improvements to FM 1774 would

9 require the acquisition of approximately 47 acres of

10 additional right-of-way.  Due to several constraints,

11 including proximity to the railroad, Magnolia Youth Park,

12 a considerable development, the proposed improvements

13 east of FM 1488 would be accommodated within a 100-foot

14 right-of-way.

15               Anticipated displacements include two

16 mobile homes, 18 business establishments, and five small

17 portable structures.  Most of these displacements would

18 be commercial establishments in the city of Magnolia,

19 along Magnolia Boulevard westward of Nichols-Sawmill

20 Road.

21               TxDOT ROW representatives are here to

22 assist you with information on the process that TxDOT

23 follows for ROW acquisition and relocation.  Information

24 brochures are also available.

25               The proposed improvements to FM 1774 would
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1 require the acquisition of a 40-foot strip of land,

2 totaling 29 hundredths of an acre from Magnolia Youth

3 Park.  One of the park's baseball fields would be

4 impacted.  A Programmatic Section 4(f) Evaluation was

5 prepared for the proposed impacts to the park.  To

6 minimize impacts, the minimal amount of ROW needed to

7 accommodate the highway improvements is proposed.

8 Proposed mitigation, which includes constructing a

9 baseball field on adjacent County-owned land, and

10 acquisition of additional park land has been coordinated

11 with the Montgomery County Precinct 2 Commissioner, the

12 Montgomery County Parks Director, the Texas Parks and

13 Wildlife Department, and the National Parks Service.

14               Impacts to water of the US, including

15 wetlands, are regulated by the US Army Corps of

16 Engineers.  A wetland delineation was conducted for the

17 project in 2004.  It is estimated that a maximum of

18 three-tenths of an acre of jurisdictional waters,

19 including one-tenth of an acre of wetlands, could be

20 impacted by the proposed project.

21               TxDOT would apply for a Nationwide Permit

22 14 from the US Army Corps of Engineers for any impacts to

23 jurisdictional waters, including wetlands, and obtain a

24 Section 401 Water Quality Certification from the Texas

25 Commission on Environmental Quality as part of the



TXDOT HEARING - FM 1774

CAROL DAVIS REPORTING, RECORDS & VIDEO

Page 12

1 Nationwide Permit process.

2               A traffic noise study was conducted to

3 identify areas that would experience noticeable increases

4 in noise levels as a result of the proposed project.

5 Results indicated that noise impacts would occur at three

6 individual residences.  But because these are single site

7 residences with driveways and abutting perpendicular

8 roadways, noise barriers would not be effective in these

9 locations.  Therefore, no noise barriers are proposed for

10 this project.

11               Other considerations for the environmental

12 assessment study that are expected to experience minimal

13 or no impacts as a result of the proposed project

14 include:  Air quality, land use, social and economic

15 conditions, environmental justice, community cohesion,

16 soils, farmlands, wildlife, vegetation, historic

17 structures, archeological sites, hazardous materials, and

18 indirect and cumulative effects.

19               Throughout the environmental process TxDOT

20 has coordinated with many resource agencies including all

21 of the agencies listed on the slide.  TxDOT has taken

22 mitigation measures for potential environmental impacts

23 as appropriate during the project development process.

24 For example, the preliminary design was modified to avoid

25 impacts to a 66-foot tall historic pecan tree located



TXDOT HEARING - FM 1774

CAROL DAVIS REPORTING, RECORDS & VIDEO

Page 13

1 north of FM 1488 between the existing FM 1774 and the

2 railroad tracks.  TxDOT prepared a Programmatic

3 Section 4(f) Evaluation addressing anticipated impacts to

4 Magnolia Youth Park.  The Montgomery County Parks

5 Department is actively seeking parkland, including land

6 suitable to serve as mitigation for the loss of parkland.

7 Montgomery County is working closely with the Texas Parks

8 and Wildlife Department to achieve appropriate

9 mitigation.

10               TxDOT will propose mitigation for any

11 impacts to jurisdictional wetlands during the US Army

12 Corps of Engineers permit application process.  The

13 project plans and EA document will be available for

14 review by the public following this public hearing at

15 TxDOT Montgomery County Area Office in Conroe and the

16 TxDOT District Office in Houston.

17               What's next in the environmental process:

18 TxDOT will prepare a public hearing summary report that

19 documents and addresses the verbal and written comments

20 received at tonight's hearing and within the public

21 comment period, which ends August 19, 2007.  The summary

22 report, including TxDOT's responses to all comments

23 received during the public comment period, will be

24 submitted to the Federal Highway Administration for

25 review.  Any changes to the EA resulting from comments
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1 received as a result of this public hearing will also be

2 submitted.  Following Federal Highway Administration

3 approval, this report will be made available to the

4 public as a paper copy or on TxDOT website.  Following

5 the Federal Highway Administration's final review and

6 project approval, a Finding of No Significant Impact is

7 expected to be issued by the end of this year.  Thank you

8 for your attention.  I will now turn the program back to

9 Gabe Johnson.  Gabe.

10               MR. JOHNSON:  You will now be offered the

11 opportunity to present your comments for the official

12 record.  Those of you who wish to make verbal comments

13 need to complete a speaker card.  If you wish to speak

14 and have not yet submitted a speaker card, please pass

15 the completed cards to the aisle to be collected.  Your

16 name will be called in the order the cards are received,

17 and you will have three minutes to speak.  All written

18 comments can be turned in to the orange boxes at the

19 sign-in table tonight, or by mail.  Mailed comments must

20 be postmarked or e-mailed by August 19th, 2007.  The

21 address is included on the comment form.

22               Responses to your comments from this

23 evening or those received in the mail prior to August 19,

24 2007, will be documented and available for your review in

25 approximately two months at the TxDOT Houston District
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1 Office located at 7721 Washington Avenue in Houston, at

2 the TxDOT Montgomery County Area Office located at 901

3 North FM 3083 East in Conroe, or on the TxDOT website at

4 www.dot.state.tx.us.

5               Now let's begin the public comments

6 session.  You will have three minutes to make your

7 comments.  When I announce your name, please come to the

8 microphone and clearly state your name and who you

9 represent.  A timer, located on the screen, will indicate

10 the beginning of your three minutes.  After three minutes

11 you will be asked to be seated so the next speaker can

12 make his or her comments.

13               Again, we will not answer questions during

14 the public comment session.  However, we will be

15 available to answer your questions following the formal

16 comment session.

17               At this time I would like to begin by

18 introducing elected officials who wish to comment.

19 Mr. Councilmember David Sutherland.

20               MR. SUTHERLAND:  Good evening.  My name is

21 David Sutherland.  I am a member of the Magnolia City

22 Council, and I just wanted to make everyone aware that

23 the City of Magnolia has adopted a resolution asking that

24 the center of the road be a continuous turn lane as

25 opposed to a raised median.  And this was adopted several
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1 weeks or months ago.  And I would just assume you haven't

2 seen that yet, and I wanted to make sure that you get a

3 copy of it.  Thank you.

4               MR. JOHNSON:  Thank you, sir, thank you for

5 your comment.  Any other elected official who wishes to

6 speak that I didn't call their name?  Okay.  First

7 speaker is Travis Whitaker.  Would you come to the

8 microphone, please?  Travis Whitaker.  I'm going to say

9 it one more time.  Travis Whitaker.  If he shows up

10 later, we'll be happy to take his comments.  Next one is

11 Jim Ramspen, R-a-m-s-p-e-n, last name.  I'll say it one

12 more time.  Jim Ramspen.  Next one is Preston Cutbirth.

13               MR. CUTBIRTH:  Thank you.  My name is

14 Dr. Preston Cutbirth.  I'm a dentist here in Magnolia;

15 and I own the Magnolia Medical Center, which is located

16 at 827 South Magnolia Boulevard, which is also 1774.  And

17 first of all, let me thank all of you for the time and

18 the energy that you all have put in on this project and

19 for helping the residents of Magnolia with our mobility.

20               I'd like to suggest that TxDOT reconsider

21 the raised median portion of the proposed expansion.

22 It's my opinion that the raised median and the selected

23 turns will have a negative economic impact on the

24 businesses along FM 1774 and will actually result in less

25 mobility by causing traffic that's heading north to make
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1 U-turns to access the businesses which will mostly be on

2 the west side of 1774.

3               I'd like to suggest that TxDOT consider

4 some sort of left turn only lane for the northbound

5 traffic on 1774 that's going from FM 149 north to the

6 Magnolia city limits.  Since the railroad borders the

7 east side of FM 1774 and there will be very limited

8 crossings, most people won't be wanting to turn across

9 the traffic west.  They're going to mostly want to go

10 left anyway.  Anywhere there is an access across a

11 railroad track, it's probably going to be a major

12 intersection anyway and have a red light.

13               So, that's just my suggestion.  From 149 to

14 Magnolia city limits there is no -- you don't have to

15 have a raised median.  You can have a turn lane that's

16 mostly a left turn only for the northbound traffic.

17 Again, thank you for your input.  I mean for y'all's

18 effort on this project and have a good evening.

19               MR. JOHNSON:  Thank you, sir.  Appreciate

20 your comments.  Next one is Sovon Thou, T-h-o-u.  Forgive

21 me if I butchered your name.

22               MR. THOU:  Sovon Thou.  Yes, I'm the -- I

23 own a business between 2nd and Nichols-Sawmill.  And I

24 have the same situation that he has.  With the proposed

25 right now, there is no way to turn on a left lane to go
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1 to businesses.  So, I'm the same as him, proposing a

2 continuous left turn lane for the businesses.  Most of

3 the businesses are on that side; so, the proposed right

4 now, the raised median, is pretty much -- the traffic,

5 the way that we have it right now is to put it to the

6 business.  So, if we can have a continuous turn lane,

7 left lane, it will help the businesses a lot.  Thank you.

8               MR. JOHNSON:  Thank you, sir.  Next is

9 Richard Schiel.  You're going to pass, sir?

10               Okay.  And the next one is Ann Sundquist.

11 Did I say it wrong?

12               MS. SUNDQUIST:  You said it correctly.

13 Thank you.  And all you people need to do is go to

14 Sovon's Kemah Seafood Restaurant, and you will know that

15 you need to have that center turn lane so people can get

16 there.  The food is delicious.

17               I'm president of Magnolia Area Chamber.

18 The mobility committee looked at the proposed design.  I

19 was very concerned about the raised median.  They

20 recommended to the board of directors to pass a

21 resolution -- and I will get that resolution to you --

22 that we would like the center turn lane as was originally

23 proposed.

24               I'm also a part of the downtown

25 revitalization project, and I can see that that raised
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1 median is going to hinder both the value of the property

2 and the future development.  We are trying to plan

3 something that will be very beneficial for the citizens,

4 both from an economic standpoint and from a recreational

5 standpoint.  And we're working, the City is working with

6 Texas Parks and Wildlife and the County to develop a

7 wonderful project that will keep Magnolia alive and

8 vibrant.  Thank you for your coming here.

9               MR. JOHNSON:  Thank you, ma'am.  Appreciate

10 your comments.  With that, did I miss anybody who wished

11 to make a comment tonight?  I'll give you that

12 opportunity.  Okay.  Since this completes the verbal

13 comments, we will close this public hearing.  It is 7:31

14 p.m., and the hearing is adjourned.  Thank you for your

15 interest and participation.

16               (Proceedings adjourned at 7:33 p.m.)
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1              REPORTER'S CERTIFICATION TO THE

2                       TXDOT HEARING

3              PROPOSED IMPROVEMENTS TO FM 1774

4                       AUGUST 9, 2007

5

6     I, Margaret A. Taylor, Certified Shorthand Reporter

7 in and for the State of Texas, hereby certify that the

8 foregoing is a correct transcription of the proceedings

9 in the above-entitled matter.

10     I further certify that I am neither counsel for,

11 related to, nor employed by any of the parties or

12 attorneys in the action in which this proceeding was

13 taken, and further that I am not financially or otherwise

14 interested in the outcome of the action.

15     Certified to by me on this the 22nd day of August,

16 2007.

17

18                                          ___
                       Margaret A. Taylor, Texas CSR 2223

19                        Expiration Date:  12/31/08
                       Firm Registration No. 47

20                        7838 Hillmont Street
                       Houston, Texas 77040

21                        713-647-5100
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