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DOT Project Cost 
Estimates
---an easier approach
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Oman Systems, Inc.
Formerly large heavy/highway 
construction company
Started developing software in 1992
More DOT bid tabs than anyone
Not focusing on Oman Systems today
Focus on ways to help design engineers
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P S & E for jobs

Plan sheets
Specifications
Bid Package (estimate of costs)
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Creating a Bid Package
Get raw data from surveyors
Determine what items to include
Quantities to include
Accurate pricing for each pay item
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DOT Requirements
AASHTO software
Custom DOT software
Spreadsheet or other formats
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Source of historical bid 
tab prices

Annual books (Hard Copy) from 
DOT
Spread sheets from DOT
Tables of data on Internet from 
DOT & other entities (pdf)
Bid tab database programs from 
third parties
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Database programs
Several companies provide these 
database programs
All somewhat similar:

Open database of pay items
Select the pay items needed
Load prices for the pay items
Export the project
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Benefits of programs
Can easily load prices based on 
historical bid tabs
Estimate based on latest data
No copy & paste from excel
No using PDFs (enter by hand)
Can use refined prices (region, 
quantity, etc)
Quickly determine big ticket items
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Some allow importing a 
spreadsheet

Once spreadsheet is imported into 
the program then load prices for 
pay items
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Data from spreadsheet
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New Project Window
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Add Quantity Needed
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Option to focus one pay 
item at a time

See what prices would be in 
certain quantity range
Eliminate high/low prices that may 
cause skewing
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Conclusion
Analyze costs better
Pricing a project is easier
Identify large items
Increases confidence in prices —
much backup for pricing
Speeds up time for cost estimate
Can export to AASHTO software
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End of slide show
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