
Texas Counts Initiative – The Benefits of the 2020 Census



Population Growth of Select States, 2000-2019
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2000
Population

2010
Population

2019 
Population

Numeric
Change

2010-2019

Percent
Change

2010-2019

United States 281,421,906 308,745,538 32,823,9523 19,481,418 6.3%

Texas 20,851,820 25,145,561 28,995,881 3,849,790 15.3%

California 33,871,648 37,253,956 39,512,223 2,257,704 6.1%

Florida 15,982,378 18,801,310 21,477,737 2,673,173 14.2%

Georgia 8,186,453 9,687,653 10,617,423 928,694 9.6%

North Carolina 8,049,313 9,535,483 10,488,084 952,333 10.0%

Washington 5,894,121 6,724,540 7,614,893 890,353 13.2%

Arizona 5,130,632 6,392,017 7,278,717 886,429 13.9%

Colorado 5,029,196 5,029,196 5,758,736 729,417 14.5%
Source: U.S. Census Bureau. 2000 and 2010 Census Count, 2019 Population Estimates.

19.7% of U.S. 
Population 

Change 2010-2019



Texas added 367,215 people between July 1, 2018 and July 1, 2019. 
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• About 1,006 people per day added to our 
population between 2018 and 2019 

• About 483 persons per day from natural 
increase (more births than deaths)

• About 523 per day from net migration (178 
international and 345 domestic migrants per 
day).

Natural 
Increase

48%Domestic 
Migration

34%

International 
Migration

18%

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2019 Population Estimates.



Estimates of Percent Components of Population Change, Texas, 
2011-2019
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29Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2019 Vintage population estimates



25,145,561

29,458,972
29,677,668

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

CB Estimates, linear forecast TDC Projections

Linear Forecast of Census Bureau Population Estimates 
2010-2019 and TDC Population Projections

30Source: Texas Demographic Center 2018 Population Projections; l inear forecast derived by the Texas Demographic Center from Census Bureau Population Estimates 



Total Estimated Population by County, Texas, 2018

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2018 Vintage Population Estimates

• 87% live along and east of I-35.
• 13% live west of I-35

• 10.7% in non-metropolitan counties (172 counties)



Projected Population by Race and Ethnicity, 
Texas 2010-2020
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83.6% of projected population growth in Texas this decade 
can be attributed to growth of minority populations



CENSUS 2020

• Census counts used for:
• reapportion the U.S. House of Representatives
• electoral college votes
• redraw congressional and state legislative boundaries

• distribution of more than $675 billion in federal funds for: 
roads, schools, hospitals, public works, and other vital 
programs. 

• 1% undercount of Texans could translate to a loss of $300 
million per year. 



Census 2020 Timeline
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March 12 - 20: Households will begin receiving official Census Bureau mail 
with detailed information on how to respond to the 2020 Census online, by 
phone, or by mail.

March 30 - April 1: The Census Bureau will count people who are 
experiencing homelessness and living in shelters. 

April 1: Census Day is observed nationwide. By this date, every home will 
receive an invitation to participate in the 2020 Census. 

•April: Census takers will begin visiting group quarters. 

•May - July: Census takers will begin visiting homes that haven't 
responded.

•December: The Census Bureau will deliver apportionment counts to the 
President and Congress as required by law. 



2020 Census Initial Contact

Source:www.censushardtocountmaps2020.us



About 25% of Texas's current population (or 6,908,991 people) live in hard-to-
count neighborhoods

Source:www.censushardtocountmaps2020.us

Hard to Count Census Tracts
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Predicted Mail Non-Response for 2020 Census

Source: U.S. Census Bureau: www.census.gov/roam



Predicted Mail Non-Response for 2020 Census

41Source: U.S. Census Bureau: www.census.gov/roam



Census 2020 Complete Count Committees in Texas

42Source, U.S. Census Bureau
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TexasCounts.org



Disclosure Avoidance

“To stimulate public cooperation necessary for an accurate census...Congress has provided assurances 
that information furnished by individuals is to be treated as confidential. Title 13 U.S.C. §§8(b) and 9(a) 
explicitly provide for nondisclosure of certain census data, and no discretion is provided to the Census 
Bureau on whether or not to disclose such data...”(U.S. Supreme Court, Baldrige v. Shapiro, 1982)
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Reconstruction - The recreation of individual-level 
data from tabular or aggregate data.

If you release enough tables or statistics, eventually 
there will be a unique solution for what the 
underlying individual-level data were. 

Computer algorithms on fast computers can do this 
easily



Differential Privacy

• Differential Privacy involves injecting noise into the Census data with formal privacy rules that results 
in reconstruction being less accurate as more noise is introduced

• Differential privacy, will result in a significant trade-off in data accuracy, potentially making the public 
data less useful for many scientific, program administration, and policy applications.
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COUNTING FOR DOLLARS 2020:TEXAS

Federal Transportation Funding for Texas: 

• Highway Planning and Construction $3,330,264,684 
• Federal Transit Formula Grants $434,390,000
• Federal Transit - Capital Investment Grants $17,448,33

46
Source: Andrew Reamer, Counting for Dollars 2020: Federal Spending Programs Guided by Data Derived from the 2010 Census (Fiscal Year 2016)
George Washington Institute of Public Policy, George Washington University. 



Contact 

State Demographer
Texas Demographic Center
Office: (210) 458-6530
Email: Lloyd.Potter@UTSA.edu

Lloyd Potter, Ph.D.

@TexasDemography
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Demographics.Texas.gov
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